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Content Standard - Students demonstrate an awareness of 

their responsibilities to landowners, wildlife, other outdoor users, 

and the public

Introduction

environment, and people.

Know that there are legal and social obligations to

follow trapping regulations

-

tions for seasons, traps, sets, permission to trap, and public safety. A trapper 

licenses. Illegal trappers also face disapproval from other trappers and out-

Know that responsible trapping involves many

Legal Obligations

FWS Photo

Trappers, hunters, and anglers 

must know the regulations and 

follow them to help conserve 

resources, and to be accepted 

in the conservation community

Chapter 3

Responsible Trapping
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Know that ethics is a system of principles for good

conduct

human behavior.

to take as many as you can. If beaver are scarce on another property, you 

responsible behavior concerning wildlife

negative effects your trapping activity might have on vegetation or 

• Fully use trapped furbearers

agencies

• Obey all regulations governing trapping and use of lands.

Ethics

Ethics concerns right and wrong 

in human behavior. Although it 

involves the application of hu-

man reason, it is not a science.

• Liable to be required to give 

  account, as of one’s actions 

  or of the discharge of a duty 

  or trust.

• Involving personal account-

  ability or ability to act 

  without guidance or superior 

  authority.

FWS Photo

A Tradition of Cooperation



Chapter 3

Responsible Trapping

22 Chapter 3

responsible behavior to the public

your plans

• Avoid making sets that might capture pets and other domestic animals

responsible behavior to other trappers

-

• Avoid disturbing another trapper’s sets

everyone

Trappers, hunters, and anglers 

work with resource agencies in 

many ways

Ohio DOW Photo

Trappers must demonstrate

responsible behavior

State and national trapping

trappers, trappers as a group, 

and society by promoting

conservation and responsible 

behavior
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responsible behavior to hunters and other outdoor

users

-

they might be doing;

be out in numbers, especially those using dogs;

• Check traps early each morning to remove animals that may be found 

by dogs or people;

• Wear hunter orange clothing so hunters can clearly identify you as a 

person;

List three ways trappers can care for and respect

natural resources while pursuing and taking 

furbearers

Trappers should recognize positive and negative values of furbearers and 

• Avoid destroying living vegetation to make sets

vegetation

Silvertip Productions

Respect others who use the 

outdoors, such as birdwatchers

FWS Photo

Responsible trappers respect 

other people who enjoy using 

the outdoors
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• Support the reintroduction of species to areas they once inhabited

Participate in open discussions on the ethics and

responsibilities associated with trapping

ethics and responsibilities. Here are some topics to get you started. For each 

• What you could do

• What you should do

Scenario 1 -

Scenario 2 -

you really want to go.

Scenario 3 -

-

-

-

Scenario 4 - You are checking your land sets on public land where you 

Silvertip Productions

Behave responsibly even when 

no one is watching

Silvertip Productions

This trapper has earned the

respect of landowners. As a 

result, he has access to thou-

sands of acres of private land 

for trapping.
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an area where you have several foothold traps set for coyotes. 

Scenario 5 - You are trapping on private land where you know the landown-

since the season opened. How would you respond?

Scenario 6 -

Scenario 7 -

Scenario 8 -

of one of your dirt-hole sets. You can see well in all directions and no one else 

Silvertip Productions

Trapping instructor passing it on

What could you do?

What should you do?

What would you do?

Silvertip Productions

Adventure awaits -

be responsible


